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‘Dr. Kendall Emerson Becomes Managing “Director of 
ational -Association 


Dr. Kendall Emerson of Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, was elected Man- 
aging Director of the National Tu- 
berculosis Association at a regular 
meeting of the Executive Committee 
held in Des Moines, September 17. 

Dr. Emerson undertakes his new 
duties on October 1. He brings to 
the position a long, varied and useful 
experience in medical, social, and 
anti-tuberculosis work. 

Dr. Emerson was born in 1875 and 
received the degree of B.A. from Am- 
herst in 1897 and M. A. (Honor- 
ary) in 1922. He was graduated 
from Harvard University Medical 
School in 1901 and served an intern- 
ship at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, later engaging in general 
practice at Worcester, gradually 
specializing in bone and joint sur- 

- gery. He has been a member of the 
staff of the Memorial Hospital at 
Worcester since 1903, during the last 
few years being chief of the Surgical 
Service. He is a member of the 
American College of Surgeons. 


In 1916 Dr. Emerson went to 
France as a major in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, later serving 
in the American army, and after the 
armistice became attached to the 
American Red Cross, serving in Si- 
beria and later at Washington. From 
1919 to 1921 in Paris he was Deputy 
Commissioner and directors of the 
Medical Service for Europe under 
the direction of Robert E. Olds. 

In 1922 Dr. Emerson became 
chairman of the Worcester County 
Tuberculosis Association, and shortly 
after, a Director of the Massachu- 
setts Tuberculosis League. In 1926 
he was elected president of the 
League and a representative director 
of the National Tuberculosis Asso- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Dr. Kendall Emerson Be- 
comes Managing Direc- 
tor of N. T. A. 
(Continued from page 37) 
ciation, becoming a member of the 

executive committee in 1927. 

For some time, it has been known 
to the Executive Committee and 
many members of the Board and 
executive secretaries of the affiliated 
associations that Dr. Linsly R. Wil- 
liams, Managing Director since 1922, 
was becoming more and more in- 
volved in work in the city of New 
York and that his resignation would 
be presented when the Executive 
Committee could find an individual 
to succeed him in whom they could 
place full confidence. 

In tendering his resignation, Dr. 
Williams stated that he was loath to 
leave the work of the Association, 
where he had made many friendships. 
He deeply appreciated the support 
which had been given his administra- 
tion by the board of directors and the 
secretaries of the various state and 
local associations. 

Dr. Williams said there were two 
things which had impressed him more 
than others in the work of the Asso- 
ciation. First, the necessity of main- 
taining a program based on scientific 
investigation. He was glad to have 
been able, as one of his last official 
acts, to present the basis of this pro- 
gram at the annual meeting of the 
Association at Portland in 1928. 

Second, the working out of such a 
program with the smallest expendi- 
ture of money. The executive officer 
of every welfare association, of what- 
ever type, should keep in mind the 
fact that trust funds are being expend- 
ed, every penny of which should be 
accounted for. Whenever expenditure 
exceeds budget, one must secure new 
trust funds to pay off old debts, which 


is not only difficult but almost impos- 
sible, and unsound economically. 

Dr. Williams expressed his grati- 
tude that the public had been so wil- 
ling to support the work of the affili- 
ated tuberculosis associations as evi- 
denced by the continued growth of 
the seal sale. As additional funds 
were available for the executive office 
of the National Association, its staff 
has been increased and its work 
broadened. Every year it has been 
possible to work within the limits of 
the appropriated budget and of the 
income of the Association, so that a 
small surplus has been set aside annu- 
ally to meet such emergencies as 
might arise during periods of seriously 
diminished income. 

Dr. Williams is director of The 
New York Academy of Medicine, a 
trustee of Columbia University and 
President of the New York Tuber- 
culosis and Health Association. He 
has been a member of the Board of 
Managers of the Association for Im- 
proving the Condition of the Poor, 
since 1904, excepting the years spent 
in France during the war, where he 
rose rapidly from the rank of first 
lieutenant to lieutenant colonel in the 
medical corps. His experience in 
France included assignments as as- 
sistant division surgeon of the 80th 
Division. He took part in the en- 
gagements of St. Mihiel and Verdun. 
After discharge from the army, he 
became director of the Rockefeller 


. Tuberculosis Commission in France. 


In 1914 Dr. Williams retired from 
the active practice of his profession to 
become Deputy Commissioner ‘of 
Health in New York State, holding 
that position until 1917. For ten 
years prior to that, he was con- 
nected with the Medical Depart- 
ment of Vanderbilt Clinic, and for 
some time was chief of the clinic and 
in charge of the tuberculosis class. 
His chief interests always have been 
tuberculosis and public health. He 
has been visiting physician to the 
House of Rest for Consumptives, Se- 
ton Hospital and City Hospital, as 
well as examining physician for the 
Adirondack Cottage Sanatorium. 

Dr. Williams is credited with be- 
ing principally responsible for the cre- 
ation of the New York Milk Com- 
mittee, which has been the chief fac- 
tor in purifying the city’s milk supply 
and with effecting the examination of 
school children of the city for the 
detection of tuberculosis. 


N. T. A. Representations at 
International Union 


Four members of the National Tu- 
berculosis Association were appointed 
by the State Department to represent 
the United States Government at the 
meeting of the International Union 
against Tuberculosis in Rome Sep- 
tember 25, 26, 27. The members 
were: Dr. Eugene L. Opie, President, 
Mrs. Hermann M. Biggs, Dr. B. S. 
Pollak, Dr. Stephen J. Maher. 
Three staff members of the National 
Association were also representatives ; 
Miss Jessamine S. Whitney, Mr. A. 
Schaeffer, Jr., and Miss Louise 
Strachan. 


Unique Health Training 
for Tennessee 
Teachers 


The Tennessee Tuberculosis Asso- 
ciation has cooperated with Peabody 
College in an unusually practical plan 
for health education for teachers in 
service. The college has opened a 
Field Course to teachers who desire 
to work out a health project with the 
children in their class rooms. The 
course extends over two consecutive 
quarters and carries four semester 
hours credit which may be applied to- 
wards a degree at Peabody. Each 
teacher who enrolls must make five 
trips to the college for conferences 
with the instructor. While the course 
is based primarily on the development 
of a class-room project it includes re- 
ports on required readings, the prepa- 
ration of a work book containing a 
record of the daily activities of the 
pupils and teacher in connection with 
the project, and a critical analysis of 
the results accomplished. Seeing the 
great possibilities for stimulating ef- 
fective health education which the 
field course offers, the Tennessee Tu- 
berculosis Association has encouraged 
the local associations to use seal sale 
funds for paying tuition fees and rail- 
road fares for the necessary trips to 
the college for a promising teacher 
who is anxious to enroll in this course 
and could not otherwise afford to do 
so. Four teachers were assisted in 
this way and have not only worked 
out far-reaching health projects this 


_year but bid fair to assume a position 


of leadership in health matters in the 
schools and communities in which 
they teach. 
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Awards in Silver Cup 
Contests 


The School Health Service Cup, 
competition for which has been open 
this year for the first time to any 
school unit, county, city or district 
having a population of not less than 
10,000, has been awarded to Ames, 
Iowa. The Committee considers the 
work described in the report submit- 
ted by Ames to be one of the most 
complete pieces of school health work 
which has ever come to its attention. 
During the past year every boy and 
girl in the Ames Public Schools has 
had an individual physical examina- 
tion and a close follow-up by the 
school nurse of all cases where phy- 
sical defects have been found. The 
kindergarten, first and second grade 
pupils and all junior and_ senior 
high school pupils had their ex- 
aminations made by a_ physician. 
The inspection of the children in the 
intermediate grades, which was made 
by the school nurse, included a mirror 
and probe dental inspection as recom- 
mended in the plan of the Iowa Bu- 
reau of Dental Hygiene. In addition 
to this fine health service for children 
already admitted to school, the school 
authorities cooperated with the Par- 
ent-Teacher Association and _ the 
Shepherd-Towner Clinic in conduct- 
ing a summer round-up, with the re- 
sult that all pre-school children in the 
town received an examination by a 
physician, and every child, before en- 
tering school in the fall, will have had 
remedial defects corrected insofar as 
intensive follow-up work supplement- 
ed by clinic service can accomplish it. 
One interesting feature of the report 
is the list of agencies and individuals 
cooperating to make possible this piece 
o' work. The American Red Cross 
contributed scales, the Iowa State 
College an Audimotor for hearing 
tests, the Woman’s Club financed a 
monthly Tonsil and Adenoid Clinic 


for those unable to pay a physician’s 
fee and also gave milk to underweight 
children. Local dentists did corrective 
work in their own offices for indigent 
cases referred by the school nurse. 
These are a few of the high lights in 
this interesting report on the basis of 
which the School Health Service Cup 
was awarded. | 

The Nutrition Cup has again been 
awarded to Dade County,. Florida, 
where a program of instruction in 
nutrition for all children and special 
work for underweight children is car- 
ried on under the auspices of the lo- 
cal chapter of the American Red 
Cross. 

The Chivalric Cup has for the sec- 
ond time been awarded to Indiana, 
9% of the total school population of 
the state having met the requirements 
as Crusaders. 

The City Crusade Cup has for the 
third time been won by South Bend, 
Indiana, with 73% of the school 
children enrolled as Crusaders. This 
cup now becomes the permanent pos- 
session of the South Bend Schools. 

The County Crusade Cup has been 
won by Crawford County, Iowa, 
which reported 62% of the school 
population qualifying as Crusaders. 


New Popular Booklet 
of Nutrition 


The Los Angeles County Public 
Health Association has recently pub- 
lished an attractive booklet called 
“Old Mother Hubbard and Her 
New Cupboard” which consists of 
fifty popular articles on nutrition 
with special emphasis on the problem 
of child feeding. The articles ap- 
peared weekly in a group of news- 
papers in the county during the past 
year. Gathered together in their 
present form they should make a 
valuable source of information on 
nutrition for the busy homemaker or 
teacher. 


Deaths From Tuberculosis 
in Dusty Trades 


Certain trades and occupations in 
which the workers are exposed to dust 
show much higher percentages of 
deaths from tuberculosis than do occu- 
pied males as a group. Notable among 
these occupations are miners (except 
coal ininers), pottery workers, stone 
cutters and others. These facts are 
brought out by the analysis now being 
made of causes of death, by occupa- 
tions, among white male Industrial 
policyholders of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company (covering 
the years 1922 to 1924). The pro- 
portion of deaths from tuberculosis 
for miners (except coal miners) ex- 
ceeds the average for all occupied 
males by 83 per cent., at the main 
working ages of life, fifteen to sixty- 
four years. Pottery workers show an 
excess of 77 per cent., while stone cut- 
ters exceed the average by 44 per 
cent. Other occupations which in the 
past have experienced a high mortality 
from tuberculosis, show in this study 
percentages somewhat less excessive 
than those we have mentioned (see 
table on page 40). 

Severty-two occupational classes were 
included in the analysis. Of these, 37 
have a higher proportion of deaths from 
tuberculosis than the average for all oc- 
cupied males. Thirteen classes have 
percentages which exceeded the average 
by 20 per cent. or more. The table shows 
for these thirteen classes the proportion 
of deaths from tuberculosis for the years 
1922 to 1924 and 1911 to 1913. 

Silica dust is the predominant hazard 
discernible in five of the thirteen occupa- 
tions: namely, miners (other than coal 
miners), pottery workers, stone cutters, 
cutlers and grinders, and polishers. The 
silica dust hazard also probably accounts 
for part of the excessive mortality of glass 
workers and some brass foundry workezs. 
The cause of the high mortality among 
compositors and tobacco workers is not 
clear. The specific hazards of lead ab- 
sorption in the case of the former and 
tobacco poisoning with the latter have 
been suggested as possible explanations, 
but these hazards are not sufficient to ac- 
count for the very considerable extess 
found for these workers. Faulty posture, 
which restricts free movement of the 
chest, plays an important part in the pul- 
monary disease of certain groups of 
sedentary workers, particularly cigar 
makers, who constitute a large portion of 
the tobacco workers. Furthermore, men 
physically unable to c#try on other pur- 
suits frequently select these sedentary oc- 
cupations. Consequently, the mortality 
from tuberculosis is weighted by the ex- 
cessive mortality among these workers. 
Work under unfavorable conditions of 
high heat, particularly if associated with 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Pottsville, Pa., Poster 
Contest 


The Anti-Tuberculosis Society of 
Schuylkill County recently conducted 
a poster contest from school children 
among high school pupils. The illus- 
trations reproduced on this page show 
two of the prize-winning posters. 
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IT BLOCKS DISEASE 


The first prize, $5.00, was awarded 
to “Guardians of Your Health,” and 
the second prize, $3.00, for “It 
Blocks Disease.” The third prize 


was $1.00. The posters were placed 
on exhibition for a week at the Potts- 
ville Free Public Library and it was 
estimated that 3,356 people visited 
the exhibit. 


Percentage of Deaths Due to Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System of 


Deaths from Ail Causes in Specified Occupations. 


Mortality 


Experience of Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
on White Male Industrial Policyholders, 
15 Years and Older, 1922 to 1924. 


Deaths 
Per Cent of Death 7 
Ratio* 
N 
Crude for Ages | Standardized 
oft, Years and Older| | Years 
auses Osis 
1922-1924|1911-1913¢ | 1922-1924 |1922-1924 
All Occupations Combined... .| 105,467] 14,172 | 13.4 20.2 16.2 100.0 
Miners (except coal miners). . 225 65 | 28.9 28.0 29.6 182.7 
Pottery 201 53 26.4 29.9 28.6 176.5 
ee ee 375 73 19.5 27.6 23.4 144.4 
Waiters and hotel servants... 789 174 | 22.1 22.8 140.7 
Cutlers and grinders......... 136 20 | 14.7 25.7 22.0 135.8 
i 
508 53 10.4 23.7 21.9 135.2 
Laundry workers............- 187 38 | 20.3 28.0 21.8 134.6 
i int d 
937| 201 | 21.5 35.0 | 21.2 130.9 
Brass foundry workers....... 157 27 | 17.2 31.1 20.5 126.5 
Barbers and hairdressers..... 768 117 | 15.2 26.1 20.4 125.9 
Glass workers....:......-00- 323 60 18.6 28.3 20.0 123.5 
ks, bookk and office 
s,140| 1165| 227 | 348 | 199 | 1228 
and steel Prot | 210 | 29.7 | 198 | 1222 


*Th f deaths (16.2) shown in column 5 for all occupations combined was taken 
as 100. the for each occupation divided by 16.2 gives the standardized 


ratio. 
} Not available. 


First 6 months of 1911 excluded. 


T. B. in Dusty Trades 


(Continued from page 39) 


high humidity, coupled, as it so often is, 
with alternate exposure to cold, may be 
responsible in large measure for acute 
respiratory disease which, in turn, un- 
doubtedly plays a part in the lighting up 
of quiescent pulmonary tuberculosis. 

In any consideration of industrial tu- 
berculosis it is of utmost importance that 
there be kept clearly in mind the economic 
and social factors involved. Wage levels, 
and standards of living probably play as 
large a part as any other single factor in 
the control of pulmonary tuberculosis. 

It is encouraging to note that there has 
been a decline in the percentage of deaths 
for each of these occupations except 
miners (other than coal miners) between 
the years 1911 to 1913 and 1922 to 1924. 
These occupations have shared in the 
phenomenal decline in the mortality rate 
from tuberculosis which has occurred 
among men of the working ages during 
the last fifteen years. In the age group, 
20 to 44, the tuberculosis deathrate among 
white male industrial wage earners is 
only one-third of what it was in 1911.— 
Statistical Bulletin, Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company. 


Popular $1.00 Edition of 
Trudeau Autobiography 


A new edition of Dr. Edward L. 
Trudeau’s famous Autobiography is 
being sold by the National Associa- 
tion. The book is attractively printed 
and has illustrations of Dr. Trudeau 
and “The Little Red,” the original 
patients’ cottage at Saranac Lake. 

This is one of the most inspiring 
autobiographies published in _ this 
country; its simplicity, genuineness 
and charm make it as interesting to 
the average reader as a good book of 
fiction. It is more than that, how- 
ever. Trudeau’s courage in meeting 
and overcoming discouragement and 
suffering is an example for every age. 
It is an excellent book for high school 
and college students, as well as for 
tuberculosis patients and workers. 


T. B. Assn. Directory Out 


The new Tuberculosis Association 
Directory is now ready for distribu- 
tion. It contains a complete list of 
the state and local associations 
throughout the country, as well as 
active committees. There are at 
present a total of 1,736 such organi- 
zations. The names of the leading 
officers are included. 

The directory is sold at fifty cents 
per copy, postage prepaid. 
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